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Seclion A — Graphic Stimulus Comprebension{5 x 1 mark)
Sludy the following text and then answer queslions 1 1o 5

The Seminar
W comprises
4 sessions
@ $25 per session

o A S A

SESSION 1 (10.00 am to 11.30 aum)

= Ingomia - the cause, effect and curo
- Dr Lim Beng Ying

SESSION 2 (1.00 pm to 2.30 pm)

= Eal your way to good health
- Nulriioned Chioe Seah

SESSION 3 (3.00 pm to 4.30 pm)

= Preventing and treating Breast
Cancer
- L Keany Yap

" SESSION 4 (5.00 pm to 5.30 pm)

= Managing Chronic Backache through
1 physiotherapy
= Plysmotherapist Lim Ching Siong

Mega Health Seminar(

Acquire healthcare knowledge from a leam of
| renowned specialists from Singapore Medical
Association, hospitals and health organisations.

7 September 2008
(Sunday)

Merlin Hotel
Function Room,
Level 4

Every seminar registrant will receive:

#  a Goodie bag with
F100 worth of CTNG
health products

g Complimantary
basic health chock

“e a Healthy argamnc
snack sei

ur the chanco o win
ALBA prizes worth
PR man on-sile
lycky draw

Test your fitness level on the
ALBA TREADMILL CHALLENGE

Open 1o seminar allendees who are Sngapone
Cilizens and Permanant Residents, aged
bebtween 18 and 45,

The participant with the best filness test results
on the ALBA raadmill will win $1000 cash +
ALBA treadmill worth $1488!

fTasSassd aeassse e aGanssassesdeueasdEadsassessseaeeaaaas s

Organised by
Fitness for Life Agency

Sponsored by
ALBA EQUIPMENT
(NG Health Supplements

(LX)




For each question, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Malke your
choice and shade the corresponding oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet
{OAS).

1)

2)

3)

4)

5}

The seminar is targeted at peopie who are interested in

(1)
(2}
(3)
(4)

* The seminar is organised by

)

(2)
(3)
(4)

achieving a slim figure through dieting -

knowing ways of cooking heaithy meals

gaining information on various health issues

attaining mental alertness through mediation » 7.4+ 1. .,

ALBA Equipment

Fitness for Life Agency

CNG Health Supplements
Singapore Medical Association

Mr Lim is suffering from fower back pain and has not been able to sleep well. 1t _

will benefit him if he attends seminar

M
(2)
(3)
(4)

session 1 and 3
session 2 and 3
session 1 and 4
session 2 and 4

Which of the following is eligible o take part in the ALBA Treadmill Challenge?

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Peter Seah, a 60-year-old retired senior citizen

Lim Yuan, a 16-year-old secondary school student
Tan Wei Meng, a 20-year-old National Servicemnan
George Looney, 35-year-old tourist from New Zealand

Based on the infoarmation in the advertisement, which of the following statements
is TRUE?

(1)
(2
(3
(4)

Seminar speakers include doctors, nutritionist and nurse.

All seminar attendees will receive a free basic health check.

Goodie bags with $100 worth of organic snacks will be given away.

The top lucky draw prize is $1000 cash and ALBA treadmill worth $1488.



Section B — Grammar Discrete (7 x 1 mark)
For each question from 6 fo 12, four options are given. One of them Js the correct

answer, Make your choice {1, 2. 3 ar 4) and shade tha cofresponiding oval on the
-~ Oplical Answer Sheel (QAS),

6. Being an adventurous person, John _____ to many exolic cities over the
Vaars,
(1) travels (2)  hastravelled
(3) lravelled (4}  had travelled
7. Unlike his twin brather, Vincenl prefers classical music 1 = jazi.
(1) than (2) and
(3) with (4) o

8. Please do not remove The stack of magazines in the comer which

o Caral,
(1) belong (2)  belonged
{3) belongs (4)  belonging

9. The wealthy man ____ | asked donations from was very arrogant and

boastful,
(1) which (2)  who
(3) whose {4) whom

10.  Everyone in the school given a gift on National Day last yvear

(1) is o (2) was
{3 are (4)  were
1. Allhoughlhave  mel her before, | have heard so much about her.
(1) noever (2) seldom
(3) aways (4)  frequently
122 1 . very hard for the upcoming physical fitness test with-the, aim of
getling a gold award.
(1) 1train (2)  have trained
(3) trained (4)  have been training
4

e ——————



Section C — Punctuation Discrete (3 x 1 mark)
-For each question from 13 to 1 5, choose the correct punciuation to complete the
passage. Make your choice {1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade the correct oval in the Optical

Answer Sheet (OAS}).

“What's going on?” asked Henry .(1 3i Have we won the lottery?”
“No (14) cried Aunt Agatha, doing a twirl. “But we've made enough money to-
go on a holiday! We are going to the seaside, Hennyt”
- Then Henry's heart lurched because for all the years he had lived with Aunt
Agatha since his parenis’ death (15) he had never been on holiday. And he had never

seen the sea.

Adapted from Diana Hendry
Harvey Angell and the Ghost Child

13) (1) [ : "] colon and inverted commas

(2) { . 1comma and inverted commas
(3) [ “}full stop and inverted commas
@ [ ;“1semicolon and inverted commas

14) (1) [."]comma and inverted commas

{2) [ . "} full stop and inverted commas
3) [ 77 ] question mark and inverted commas
(4) [ "] exclamation mark and inverted commas

15) (1)

[ : }colon
(2) . }comma
(3) [ - Ihyphen
(4) { . ] semicolon



Section D - Vocabuiary Discrete {5 x 1mark) o
for each question from 16 to 20, four options are given. One of them is the corect
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade the corresponding oval on the
Optical Answer Sheet (OAS).

16)  Everyone was _ when Peter suddenly announced that he WAas
resigning from the company. '

(1) daunted 7 | (2) desolate
(3) threatened (4) flabbergasted

17)  Mary had been unable to sleep soundly after witnessing the
. murder of her neighbour.

(1) gripping {2)  gruelling
(3) grotesque (4) gruesome

18)  The health inspectors were honified when they discovered that the filthy kitchen

was with cockroaches.
(1)  infected (2) infested
(3) inhibited (4) inhabited
19)  With his PSLE resuits, he did not get into the secondary school of
his choice.
(1}  medium (2) insufficient
(3) mediocre (4)  inadequate

20). Mr. and Mrs. Wong spent a fortune, hosting a ___ dinner at the grand
Raffles Hotel to celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

(1) lavish (2}  valuable
(3) palatable (4)  scrumptious




Section F - Vocabulary Cloze {5 x_1mark)
For each question, choose the word(s} closest in meaning to the underlined word(s).
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4). Shade the correct oval on the Optical Answer Sheet

(OAS).

For centuries, the rhinoceros roamed the plains of ‘African savannas and the
tropical forests of Asia. However, in recent years, their (21) ability to live and exist has

been threatened by man (22) all the time.
The greatest threat to the rhinoceros populations is poaching. They are hunted

by poachers for their homns which are mistakenly believed to be of great medical value.
At the same time, their natural habitats are rapidly (23) becoming smaller in size as

forest’and plains are cleared for timber, cash ¢rops and human settfements. This habitat
14

loss makes reproduction and genetic mixing difficult for the rhinoceros.
Some measures have been {24) carried out to protect the species.
Rhinoceros are now (25) officially stated as an endangered and protected species. In

addition, the trading of rhinoceros has been made illegal.

(21) (1) fatality
{(2) survival
(3} mortality
(4) livelihood

22y (M steadily
(2} gradually
3) constantly
{4 occasionally

(23) (1) fading
“ (2)  shiinking
{3) minimising
4) decreasing

24y (1) applied

{2) required
(3) discharged
(4) implemented

(25) (1) admitted
(2) declared
{(3) revealed
(4) confessed




Section F- Comprehension MCQ (5 x 1 mark)
Read the passage below and answer Questions 26 o 30.

Rober Peary had always excelled at whatever he did. Not only was he an
accomplished alhlete in sporls, he giso won scholarships and graduated second
in his college class. In 1881, he entered the LS Mavy as a heulenant and was
senl lo work on 3 canal project in Nicaragua.

Peary had always wanted 1o perform a feal that would bive long alter he 8
was gone. While he was on assignment in Greenland, il came lo ham: he would
be the lirst man to stand al the Norh Pole! Many thought the idea of going o the
MNorth Pale, an icy bamen speck in the middle of the Arclic Coean, was crazy.
However, Peary was obsessad with the dream of Simmortality”. He knew that he
would enjoy elemnal fame f he was the fwst man o reach thal spol.  “Ninety 10
MNorh!” became his mollo. |

By 1905, Peary had lried to reach Ninety North five limes, and each lime
he [aled. Wih the wind blowang relentlessly and the temperature hoverng
around 30 degrees below zero, frostbile was a constant danger. Peary had
already suffered the amputation of eight loes because of lrostbile. However, his 15
five allempis had won him countless fans around the world.

In 1905, when he was fifty years old, Rober Peary lried again. As he
fought the ice and snow, he dreamed of unfurding the American flag at the Morth
Pole. But the closer he gol (o Minely Modh, the colder it becama — 40, 50, 60,
70 degrees below zero. Al the same lime, his men and dogs were starving. 20
They had no choice but to furn back when they were only 170 miles south of the
Pola. Dishearlened, Peary lell his dream of ever conguenng the North Pole was
slipping away.

Then four years later, he tried once again. In his diary for April 7 1909,
Fienary wrole “The Paole at lasi! The prize of three centures, my dream and 25
ambition for twenly-three years, Mine al last. ™~

S

— — ey — — i — e —

For each gquestion from 26 fo 30, four aplions are given, Choose the mosi sultable
answer and wrile ils number (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade the comesponding oval on the
Optlical Answer Sheel (OAS).

26)  Young Peary wanted lo
(1) bea hwﬂ%
{2)  be an accomplished & o 1 L
(3) work on a canal project in Nicaragua
{(4) become the first person lo stand at the North Pole
8




27)

28)

29)‘

30)

The word “immortality” in line 9 refers 1o Peary's wish to ] .
(1) live to see his dream come true

(2) be known to peopte in the world

(3) be remembered long after his death

(4 go on indefinitely till he reached his goal

During his exploration in 1905, Peary had to turn back because

{1) he was getting oid
(2) he felt disheartened
(3)  of the danger of losing more toes

(4 food had run out and it was freezing

Peary succeeded
(1)  in 1909
(2)  on his fifth try

(3}  after four years

(4)  when he was fifty years oid

Which of the following is the most suitabie title for the passage?
(1) Robert Pearyy Diary

(2)  The life of Robert Peary

(3) Robert Peary’s pursuit of his dream

(4) The hardships encountered by Robert Peary
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Section G- Grammar Cioze {10 x tmark)
There are 10 blanks numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words

given, thoose the most suitable word for each biank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The letters (1) and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.

Use each word only ONCE.
Q() an (ﬁ) by Q@;) in {ﬁ) on M was
(ﬁ’) and AEY  for /(H/) little 9&) S0 (/E’f were
(IQ) because 7 from (,}*j of (M)_ some (;z) who

The Ancient Egyptian civilisation began about 5000 years ago. The Egyptians

believed (31) iite after death so corpses were mummified to preserve
them (32) the afterlife. The body was then wrapped in linen bandages
(33)_._'._________F placed in a coffin in a tomb. The pyramids were built as tombs for

the Pharaohs who (34) thought to be gods.

We know about the lives of the Ancient Egyptians (35)

arChaeologists have explored these tombs. We would know more had they not been

plundered (36) grave robbers over the years. The tombs and temples
in the Valley of the Kings attract thousands (37) interested tourists
every year.

(38) . of the great achievements of the Ancient Egyptians
GO _ _ Hved so long ago include the creation of a 365-day calendar and

the invention of Papyrus, a kind of paper made (40) the stem of plants_.”

fo




Section H - Editing for Spelling and Grammar {10 x 1mark} -
Correct each word in bold for spelling and each underiined word for gramimar. Write the
‘correct word in the relevant box.

[+

The Singapore dragon boat ieam lost five of it fhembers in a river race in

-tﬂ)

Cambodia on 22 Nov 2007. An inquiry conmutee set up toJook ipto the cause of_ the

43)

deaths has found the team to be unprepared for the evenl. The decision to partisepaté

44)

in the race was made relatively fate. That leaves the team little time to train. Arriving in

45) J

Cambodia only a day before the race, they did not have practisé sessions in the Tonle

46)

Sap river and were not at all fiarnfilar with the type of boat used in the race.

47)

After lost the race-to the Cambodians on that fateful day, the team decided to row

48)

back up the river to the docking area when their boat sank. Five rowers in the front are

-

49)

sucked under a pontoon by strong currents. The tragic accident rised many questions

50)

over the safety of dragon boat racing which has gain populasity over the years.

11



Section 1 - Comprehension Cloze (15 x 1mark)

Fill in each blank with a Suiftable word.

Did you know that in ancient times the owils were considered unlucky?

The Romans hated them (51) much that when one was seen
‘ .
and caught, it would be (52) and its ashes scattered in the river. -
_ - T

Yet, elsewhere, the owl js often (53) _ as “the wise
old bird". However, there Is no (54) that they are really wise.
Their large eyes seem to be looking at you as (55) they are
deeﬁ m thoughts. 1t is probably (56) of this appearance that

owls appear wise.

The eyes of most owls are very sensitive (57)

(58) —.Mmeans that they must tum their entire head 1o see in a

different direction. While some owl Species are active in the day, most owls hunt during

the (59) - They use their extraordinary night vision and excellgnt

hearing to Iocate their prey with ease. They (60) their preys

large (61) .the squirrel apd the rabbit are hunted. If the prey is
_‘__ﬁ-—-_-_—ﬁl_-_-‘— .

small (62) , itis swallowed whole. (63)

the owls tear the larger prey into small pieces using their strong, hooked beak before
swallowing. .

.- Special adaptations (64) as  wide wings,
lightweight bodies and unusua"y soft, fluffy feathers allow them to fly as silently as the
breeze. Their feathers are so loose and Huffy that they appear larger than Ahey really
are.

Owls pose no (65) ___ to humans. However, the

12




Section J — Synthesis fTransformation {5 x 2marks) -

for questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given senlence(s) using the word(s) provided. Youy
answer rnust be in one sentence. The meaning of the sentence must be the same as
the given one(s).

66)

67)

68)

69)

70)

I took a picture with Mr Devan. His daughter won the first prize in the writing
competition. - B - R S T L

whose

Kelvin was very disappointed when he was not chosen as the head prefect. He
did not show it.

however,

Jack left home early this morhing. He would not want to be caught in the traffic
jam.

_so that

—

‘That was the forest. The hikers got lost there.

where

There was a heavy thunderstorm. They continued their search for the missing
hiker.

Déspite




Section K - Comprehension Open-ended (10 x 2Zmarks)
Read the passage below and answer the questions thal follow

PRSI T e S — i ——— L —— L — L — e ——

Andre had always trusted Somchal, his Thai employee who spoke
halting English.  Always diligent and helpful, he was very welliked by Andre's
chents and busingess contacts. rhy

When Andre's business was hit !J"_.TL-"EI:'EEEiDI'l, he had lo downsize his
operation by moving lo a cheaper office premise. On the day before moving,
Andre slayed later than usual, While moving around the affice clultered with
boxes of office properly and personal belongings, something shiny in one box
suddenly caughl his eye. Il was all wrapped up excepl for a tear in the protective
brown paper, Bul Andre recogrised il instantly. It was his missing antique

Chinese sailing boat given by Mr Chin Wu, a client whom Andre had looked
after very well with Somchat's help. Andre's eyes rested on the wordings on the
box - it read. “Somchal - personal”™

“I...Somy! That junk is mine,..Mr Chin gave me. Thal one nol yours!?”

Somchal slammered in confusion when he was confronted the next day. He
became even more incoherenl and finally completely longue-tied when his
colleagues wagged their fingers at him and joined in to reprove him.  Andre felt
angry and betrayed, Unable o trust Somchat anymore, Andre made up his
rmimd.

"I don't know how io explain, Mr Andre. . But someday, somehow, |
will come back and explain...” Somchal was still siniggiing to clear his name
when he was sacked on that day. Bul Andre shrugged thal off.

A Tew months later, Andre heard that Somchat had started working in
a fve-star hotel in Indonesia. He wrole a few letiers to Andre but he lore them
all up withoul reading any. Then cama the tragic news: The hotel where
Somchal worked had been bombed by the teronsts. Unforunately, he was
among the casuallies. Andre lell sory Tor the poor man. Except for the thefl,
Somchal had been a likeable fellow.

That evening, when Andre was alone in his office, he sorled out
mrm: ol the boxes which had been left unpacked. While rummaging through
tham, his eyes caught a glint of metal. He could not believe his eyes whan he
yanked it from the box. It was a boat identical to the one displayed on his
desk, the one which Chin Wu claimed to be “one of a kind®. Unknown o Andre,
Chin Wu had also presented Somchat with a similar junk. Andre’s heart sank
when he realised what temible thing he had done. The last words of a friend
now dead came back 1o him once more:

“Someday 1 will come hack and explain...”

Adapled from The Angel of Changi and Otfver Short Slories
By Gah Sin Tub

—

10

15"

25||

30

35




For each question 77 to 80, write your answer in the Space provided.
. ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES

71)  Why was Somchat popular among the clients and business contacts?

72)  Why did Andre have 1o downsize his business?

73)  How do you know that the office was in a mess on the eve of moving?

74)  Where did Andre find his “missing antique Chinese sailing boat” (line 9 -10)?

75)  Why did Andre feel angry and betrayed?

76) What did Andre make up .his mind {o do after confronting Somchat?

77)  What was “the tragic news” mentioned in line 247

15



78)

9)

B0)

Lot £.qe
Which word in the passage has Ihe same meanmng as srticize someone for
somelhing thal they have dong™?

Whao was the aclual owner of the firsl Chinesa sailing boat that Andre found?

_What was the termbie thina thal Andre realised he had done?

End-of-Paper

16

e —————
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53)kno£§_1 56)because

57)to : '.60)catch

61)as ~ 64)siich

65)thread
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67)Kelvin was very disap Jointed when he was not chose as the
head prefect howe &r he'didinot show it.

77)Somchat had did when the terr Srists bombecifﬂf__t:f%e hotel where

he worked.

78)The word is “reproved_n
79)Somchat was the actual owner.

80)He wrongly accused somchat of stealing.
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