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Booklet A

Instructions to Pupils:

1. Do not open this booklet until you are told to do so.

2. Foliow all instructions carefulty.
3. This bocklet consists of 17 questions (Questions 1 to 17)
4. ANSWER ALE THE QUESTIONS.

-

* This paper consists of 7 pages altogether.

This paper is not 1o be reproduced in part or whale withaut the permission of the
Frinzipal. '
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Section A: Grammar (6 marks)

For items 1 to 6, choose the most suitable answer and write its number in
the brackets provided. {6 x 1 mark)

1) Don't put too sugar into the coflee,
(1) many (2  more
(3} most {4) mich { )
.-_2}' The Minister of Education _ an impartant announcement

_in afew days' time.

(1)  makes {2) made

(3)  will make {4) has made { )
3) " Thecafé charged therm 5 per cenl maore iheir service,

(1Y by (2} of

(3)  with _ (4} for )
4} Tom was the boy represented his schaool in this

competitiosn.

{1}  which 2}  where

{3) who (4) whose { )
5) Despite the weather, the skilful caplain managed

to navigats the ship safely to port.

(1) bad (2) worse

(3) worst (4] WOorsen { )

264



6)

teither Peter not his fiends handed in 1hei[ homework
today.

{1} bhas (2) have

{3) had (4) having { )

_ Section B: Vocabulary {6 marks)

- For each question 7 to 12, choose the most suitable answer and write Its
- number in the brackels provided. {6 x 1 mark)

7

8}

9}

Many people fell sick when a dengue epidemic fn the
country.

{1)  broke down (2} broke up

(3}  broke away (4} broke out ( )

The schoul's basketball team is excited to have won the match in the

Inter- School Tournament as this is its-first in ten years.

(1) recognition (2 prize

{3) viclory {4 championship { }

Ten fishermen were _ on a deserted island in the South

China Sea alter their fishing vessel sank in a lyphoon.

{1} marconed (=) swept

(3) whirled (4) washed { }
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10)

1)

12)

Although the passenger cruise ship sank about a week ago, the rescuers

refused to

{1}  reject
{3} abandon

The wolf

(2)
(4)

(1) palrols
(3). - follows

The hikers

(2}
(4)

other side éafely.

{1}  jumbered
{3) tumbled

(2)
(4)

. the search for survivors,

leave
abundant

contacts
stalks

flitted
waded

its prey befere it pounces on the animal.

across the shallow river and reached the
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Section C: Comprehenslon (MCQ)

Read the following passage carefully. Then answer queslions 13 to 17 by

choosing the most suitable answer and write its number in the brackets provided.
{5 x 1 mark}

Lightning disrupted pan of the MRT train service on the north-bound line for
80 minules during the evening peak period on 24 May 199%. It struck & track
‘near the Bishan Station and affected power supply to the train service. Train
service between the Toa Payoh and Ang Mo Kio stations was stopped belween
.30 pm and 7.50 pm. 5

This was the second da;; that train service had been disrupted. On Tuesday,
rain service on the east-bound line between Clementi and Commerniwealth
| Stations was stopped for nearly an hour. This was caused by a signalling fault
on a train at Clemeanti Station.

Many irate passengers calied the Strails Times to lodge a complaint &gainst 10
the SMAT for poor train service. An accounts clerk, Jenny Tan, whao lives in
Bishan, said that she had to get off al the Toa Payoh Staticn at 6.20 pm. “Many
passengers lgft to wait for buses or taxi. [ didn't get home until 9 pm. Iwasina
foul mood and couldn't eat,” she said. .

Miss Elaine Lim. a systems analyst, was frustrated that the passengers on | 15
her train were not 10ld thal train service had resumed. “Most of us got off at Toa
Fa:-.roh at 8.15 pm. Bul we saw many new passengers rushing into the train.
Then only did | realise it could go beyond Toa Payoh,” she said.

-

Mr Jobn Frank, another disappointed passenger, said that the south-bound
train he boarded at ishun at 6.15 pm. took an hour to reach Ang Mo Kio where | 20
service was then discontinued. On Tuesday, the east-bound line was

disrupted for 50 minutes from 6.50am to 7.4Dam.
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13)  Whal does the word It in line 2 refer to?

(1) Train

{2) Lightning

(3) Signalling

{4) Train senvice {

14)  The disruption of the MRT train service belween Clementi and
Commonwealth Stations was caused bya
(1) faulty train -
(2) peak peri};:i;i__ '
(3) signalling faut

" {4) lightning stride ()

18} The disruption of the MRT train service benefited the taxi drivers as they
. could '

{1} stop work at 9 pm. .

{2) get more business.

(3) send passengers to Bishan Park Staticn

(4) send passengers to Toa Payoh and Ang Mo Kio stations. {

18}  Inthe 3" paragraph the word “irate” suggests that the passengers are

(1) gloomy
{2) anngyed
{3} miserable

{4) disappointed _ £ )
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17)  Miss Elzine Lim was unhappy with the MRT train service because

{1} it was lale.

{2) many passengers rushed intc the train.

{3) she was not informed that the service on her train was resumed,

{4) many passengers had 1o get off al Toa Payoh Siation to take abus. ()

End of Booklet A
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Section A : Grammar (8 marks}

For questions 18 to 21, read the passage carefully, choose the correct word
from the words given In the box and write its Jetter {A to 3) in each blank,
Use EACH OPTION ONCE ONLY. (4 x 1 mark}

EACH OPTION ONMCE ONLY

{A) by B to {C) on
(D} for (E) until (F} into
() from

“Why do | have to go o bed? Sleeping is boring!” You may Iaa;nent,
- However, steep is more important than you think, {1-8}_u___ th.e end of the
day, your body needs a break. Sleep allows your body 1o rest for the next day.

Sleep is necessary {19} _ - your body as well as your brain,
When you are asleép, your Drain stefes information, replaces chemicals and
solves problems. Experts agree that most chitdrer-! need 10-12 hours of slesp
each night.

When your body does not have enougﬁ hours of rest, you may feel tired
and cannot think clearly. You may bave a difficult time focusing {20}
your lassons.

If you do not get enough sleep, you may not grow well. Researchers

believe that too litle sleep can-gffect your growih and immune systemn, which

2z 271



For questions 22 to 25, read the passage carefully, choose the correct word
from the words given in the box and write its letter {A to G) in each blank.
Use EACH OPTION ONCE OMNLY. {4 x 1 mark)

EACH OPTION ONCE ONLY

{A) as (B} if {C) as aresult
(D) so (E} however {Fyor
(G) bt

Somewhere along a distant shore, there lived a youny fisherman ném&d_
Ahmad. He fook his boat out to sea every day, even when there ir a storm,
{22)_ . __hehad to support his family’

Dne.day, Ahmad went out to catch fish as vsual. 23) nc:t a
single fish swam into his net. This went on until evening and he decided 1o trjg_his
luck one fast time before going home. He threw his net into the sea. When he

hauted in his net, it felt light (24) he knew he had caughl nothing

again.
Inside: the net, Ahmad found a singte flat seashell. He examined it sadly

and wondered what his wile would say (25) he wenl home

empty-handed.
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Section B: Vocabulary (8 marks)

For questions 26 to 29, read the foillowing passage carefully. Choose the
correct word from the words given in the box and write its letter (A to H) in
each blank. (4 x 1 mark)

USE EACH WORD ONCE ONLY

{A) broke (B} discoverad {C) reaFised_
(L) glittering {E) burying (F) burst
{3 digging . [H} glowing

A farmer's wife once lost a diamond ring in the farmyard. She searched for

it.everyfwhere, but as darkness fell, she (28) _ saﬂ_i:,_r that it was
probably lost h-:rr good.

A few days later, a rooster was scratching the ground arﬁong the stones
when he saw something (27} . in+the sunlight. H-e pecked at it -
eagerly, thinking that it might be some kind of grain, but it was so hard that #
almost {28) His beak.

"“Well,” he said io himsalf, {29) 1t in the earth again, “You may

be a fine stone 1o somd peaple, but you are of no use to me. Just give me a good

grain of bariey any day.”
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For questlons 30 to 33, choose the most suitable answer and write its
answer th the brackets provided. (4 x 1 mark)

Dear Diary,

Yesterday was an unforgetiable day. We went on a cruise and were
enjoying ourselves happily. Suddenly, the captain made an {30)
annguncement that pirates had hijacked cur liner!

We did not know what to do, as we had only seen pirates in the movies. In
no time, the pirates came aboard our liner and circled around us
{(31) . We were worried al the wa'y they looked at the ladies in our
group. We remained (32) ___ and prayed silently.

The pirates searched the liner thoroughly and took all the valuables that
they could find. They even {33) ___ us to empty our pockets and took
away everything thal we had — even our passpors!

It was an expefience that | would remember forever.

30. (N absurd {3 abrupt

(2) absolula (4)  abusive { )
31, {1}  menacingly (3)  meticulously

{2)  miracukously (1)  mercitessly { }

]

32, {1) controited (3} committed

{2) ‘tomposed {4) compassionate \ ;
33. {1} conveyed {3) briefed

{2)  requested (4)  ordered ¢ )
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Section C:; Comprehension Cloze (5 marks)

For questions 34 to 3B, read the passage carefully. Fill in each of the blanks
with the most suitable word. (5 x 1 mark) *

YOU ARE ONLY ALLOWED TO USE ONE WORD FOR EACH BLANK.

The sea was calm. The water had only reachad up to my chast and | could

slil wade through the water. Suddenly, without warning, | found that 1 could not

feel the (34) bensath my feet. | moved my feet frantically,
toping to _é_tép onto sorhe kind of ground. | was trying 10 get back to where | was

standing just seconds ago.

Then it dawned on me that ! was in danger of (35-} , |

could not swim. | started kicking my legs in all directions, fighting 1o stay afloat,

but to no avail, | felt mysetf sinking and the strong (36) _s-wept

rme further away from the shore.
Z\g\&h

[ tried to shout for help but epdﬁ‘ng up (37) ____ seawater

when [ opened my mouth. i tried to raise my arms to {38} _ ', but

only succeeded in splashing stinging seawater info my eyes.

I was desperate. | needed air! At that point, | blanked out.
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Section E: Comprehension (OE)

Read the followlng passage carefully. Then write the answers for questions
3810 43, (5 x 2 marks)

Helen Keller, a woman from the small farm town of Tuscumbia, Alabama,
taught the world to respect people who are biind and deaf, Her whole lifo was
devoled towards that mission. She was borm in 1880. When she was about two
years old, she was extremely il and lost bath her vision and hearing. It was like
entering into a different world wilh completely new rules, She gol very frustrated
and by the time she was seven, her parents knew they needed help. Therefare
they hired a tutor named Anne Sullivan. _ h .

Anne was skrict, but she had a iot of energy. In just a few days, she taught
Helen how to spell words with her hands. The trouble was, Hefen did not
understand what the wards meant. Untit ane day, Anne had Hslen hnid one
hand under the water. Then she spelled "W-A-T-E-R" into Helen's other hand. It
was electric! Helen was finaily able 1o relate the word to the object. immeiiiatély,
Helen bent down and tapped the ground. Anne spelt "earth” into her hand agam
Helen s brain flew and on that day, she learnt 30 words, -

From then on, Helen's mind raced zhead. She learnt to speak when she
was ten by feeling her 1eacher's mouth when she talked. Often, pecple found it
hard to undersiand her, but she never gave up trying. Meanwhile, she leamed to
read_Fréhch, German, Greek, and Latin in Braille. When she was twenty, she
entered Radclifie College, lhe women's branch of Harvard University, Her first
'ifnook, called 'Tha Story of My Life', was tr.-alns1aled into filty languages. She
wrote ten more books and a lot more articles.

Helen Keller travelled round the world to give speeches and raise money
for many organisations. She received dozens of awards, such as the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest honor that an American civilian can
recelve. However,-she died in her sieep in 1968, at the age of 87.
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39) What was Helen Keller's mission in lifa?

40}  What happened to Helen Keller when she was about two years old?

41)  How did Helen Keller understand what Anne Sullivan was trying to teach

har?

Which phrage in the lhird paragraph shows. that Helen Keller was a

42}
determined porson?
43) What were two of Helen Kellers accommplishments?

e e End uf paperik*l
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33)4 T,
3d)ground
3&}drcwning
i) WAV,

39) It was to tea
respect pigH bdEld and
deaf.: g2
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